The Common Scientist in the Seventeenth Century. A Study of the Dublin Philosophical Society 1683-1708, by K. THEoDoRE HOPPEN, London, Routledge & Kegal Paul, 1970, pp. xiv, 297, £2-75 . The foundation of the Royal Society in London in 1660 reflected the presence of a sizeable group of talented and active scientific men living in London or coming to the city frequently, who wanted a centre and focus for their deep scientific interests. The foundation of the Dublin Philosophical Society in 1683 reflects the wistful hope of a few moderately competent scientifically-oriented men that a formal society would necessarily generate more interest in science than was then known to exist in that very provincial city. 
